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Office Hours:
 Thursday 1-3pm
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http://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/schoolofgovernmentandpublicpolicy/ 

Class Meetings

Lectures: There will be two lectures per week throughout the semester. These will be held on Mondays 1.00 pm - 2.00 pm in JA 326 (John Anderson building) and Tuesday 2.00 pm - 3.00 pm in GH 816 (Graham Hills building).

Tutorials: These will begin in Week 3. You should register for a tutorial group by visiting Myplace and enrolling electronically.

General

The School Office is Room 4.36 McCance Building. Messages may be left in Richard’s pigeon-hole in Room 4.40 McCance. Information about exams and other matters relevant to third year students may be posted on the notice boards which are situated between Rooms 4.41 and 4.43 McCance.

Myplace

Material relating to this class, lecture notes and important documents, are available from the Myplace site for the class at http://classes.myplace.strath.ac.uk

Overview 

The primary purpose of this course is to develop the student's ability to understand and analyze the national security policies of the United States.  First, we discuss the different government actors along with non-state actors.  Second, we do an in depth examination of the tools and strategies necessary for enacting the policies of the United States.  Lastly, we will take into account post-9/11 U.S. national security and discuss current and potential real world events.
The class is taught over ten weeks, through a combination of twice-weekly lectures and fortnightly tutorials. After examining competing explanations regarding the causes of war, we will survey the history and characteristics of war and conflict. We will then discuss a range of strategies on how to prevent and how to manage conflict.  Terrorism is examined both empirically and qualitatively in the second part of the class.  The final part focuses on civil war. A summary of the class follows:

Credit Value

This class has a credit weighting of 20 and an associated ‘learning time’ of 200 hours.  This means that the time spent in lectures/tutorials is only a small part of the time you need to devote to your studies.  The total time spent on reading, presentations, researching and writing assessment essays, and preparing for and sitting the formal examination should be no less than 200 hours. 

Assessment and Examination 

There are three assessed elements for this class:

1. Exam

There will be a formal two hour examination at the end of the semester on a date yet to be decided. This examination will constitute 60% of your final mark.  

2. Essays – DUE ON 29 March at 11:55pm
In addition you will be required to submit an essay of approximately 2500-3000 words, which will count 30% towards your final mark. 

The essay topics are listed in a separate document on MyPlace. The assessed written work of this class will require you to:

i) research answers to essay questions by drawing on a range of material, including books, journal articles and websites

ii) understand, analyse and evaluate the material you have read

iii) work out and sustain well-structured and convincing lines of argument

iv) express yourself clearly and succinctly.

The provisional mark and comments on your essays will be made within a week of the due date.
Please note that the School of Government and Public Policy does not accept e-mail submissions.
2.1 Late Submission of Essays
You are required to submit an electronic copy of your essay for each class via the relevant link on Myplace by the stated deadline for each class. 

Late submission of essays will result in a standard penalty (five marks per day for the first five working days after the submission deadline, then a mark of zero thereafter).  Requests for extensions on the basis of certified medical conditions or other exceptional circumstances should be submitted, and agreed upon between student and class coordinator well in advance of the deadline.

3. Tutorial contribution

Finally, you will also be allocated a mark on the basis of your contribution to tutorials. This will count 10% towards your final grade. Your grade will include evaluation of your participation and performance in general discussion and group work throughout the semester. 

Adjustments and/or alternative modes of assessment are possible for the participation/presentation elements of assessment for this class for students with disabilities which hinder attendance or prevent public speaking.

Grading Guidelines for Tutorial Contributions

Your contribution will be given a mark out of 100, on the basis of the following criteria: 
1. Attendance (Has the student come to all the tutorials? arrived on time?)

2. Preparation (Has the student read the material in the tutorial handbook? Have they read other material? Have they thought about the reading? Have they prepared answers to the discussion questions?)

3. Understanding (Does the student understand the detail of what they have read? Can they explain it to others in their own words? Do they recognise when they don’t understand fully? Are they asking thoughtful questions of their own?)

4. Argument (Has the student worked out their own opinion? Can they back up their argument with evidence/examples? If doing a presentation, have they structured it logically?)

5. Interaction (Is the student engaging with what others have to say? Do they respond constructively to comments? Do they participate in discussion?).

Format of Teaching

As stated above, the class is taught in twice-weekly lectures and fortnightly tutorials. Lectures will consist of 50 minute presentations by the lecturer. They will have a participatory element in that students will be expected to offer opinions and given the opportunity to raise questions. Tutorials may include student presentations prepared in advance, as well as general discussion and small group work.  All students are required to do reading and preparation around set questions in advance of every tutorial so that you can contribute to the discussion.  Full details of lectures and tutorials follow:
Tutorials
	Weeks 3/4 
	Addressing the National Security Threat

	Discussion on the differences between foreign policy and national security with a focus on the distribution of power in the United States’ government and how it affects policy discussions.  See MyPlace for greater details on tutorial readings and questions.

	Weeks 5/6
	Term Paper

	Term paper instructions, guide, and strategy.  Potential topics will be discussed and students are required to turn in topic/question choice to tutor to receive credit for session.  Topic/question may be changed with tutor or instructor approval at later date.


	Weeks 7/8
	Fog of War

	Discussion on Fog of War movie from lecture based on study guide given out before movie.  See MyPlace for greater details on tutorial readings and questions.


	Weeks 9/10
	Cyber Terrorism and Conflict

	Discussion on the cyber terrorism and cyber conflict threat in regards to the United States.  See MyPlace for greater details on tutorial readings and questions.



Reading

How to use the reading list

The following reading list is divided up into the ten weekly class topics listed on p. 2.

Each week, you are expected to read those works listed as essential reading for that topic. Journal papers that are cited as essential reading will be available in the library or online. Keeping up with this reading will help you to understand and engage with the lectures and to gain an overview of the field. In addition, on those weeks in which you have a tutorial, you are required to do the tutorial reading.

For the essential reading, particular articles or book chapters are specified. Remember that you should draw on a range of books/papers for your essay rather than limiting yourself to two or three. 

Don’t limit yourselves to the reading list. If you have difficulty getting hold of any of the items listed overleaf, you are expected to use your initiative and look for other appropriate material. You are also encouraged to make use of the internet and newspapers to gain relevant information and keep up with current affairs. 

Questions? Problems?

You are always welcome to discuss this course or other academic issues with me during my office hours. I will also be happy to make an appointment for another, mutually convenient time if you cannot attend my office hours. Do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions or problems.

Week 1

Lecture 1

Introduction to USNP
Essential Reading

Sarkesian, Williams, and Cimbala (SWC) Ch 1
Lecture 2
National Security and Interest
Essential Reading

SWC Ch 2-3
Week 2

Lecture 3
President
Essential Reading
SWC Ch 6 and 10
Lecture 4
Congress
Essential Reading

SWC Ch 11
Week 3

Lecture 5
National Security Establishment
Essential Reading

SWC Ch7-9
Lecture 6
Democratic Process
Essential Reading

SWC Ch 12-13
Week 4

Lecture 7 & 8
Fog of War Movie
Essential Reading

NONE
Week 5

NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS

NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS

NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS

NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS --- NO CLASS

Week 6
Lecture 9
Military Strategy During the Cold War I

Essential Reading

 Gaddis, Strategies of Containment Ch. 2 on MyPlace
Lecture 10

Military Strategy During the Cold War II
Essential Reading
Same as last lecture

Week 7
Lecture 11
Conventional Force in the Cold War
Essential Reading

SWC Ch 4
Lecture 12
Post-Cold War Conventional Force
Essential Reading

Lepgold, NATO Post-Cold War Collective Action Issues on MyPlace
Yermakov, The Role of Conventional Armed Forces in the System of European Security on MyPlace
Week 8
Lecture 13
Shift from Post-Cold War to Post-9/11
Essential Reading

SWC Ch 14
Lecture 14
Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism Law
Essential Reading

Betts, American Force: Ch. 5 on MyPlace
Gurule and Corn, Counter Terrorism Law: Ch. 2 on MyPlace
Week 9

Lecture 15

Bush versus Obama
Essential Reading

Kaufman, U.S. National Security Strategy from Bush to Obama: Continuity and Change on MyPlace
Patman and Reitzig, The Somalia Syndrome and U.S. National Security: From Bush to

Obama on MyPlace
Lecture 16
WMDs
Essential Reading 
Betts, American Force: Ch. 4 on MyPlace
Week 10
Lecture 17
Missile Defense
Essential Reading

Glaser and Fetter, National Missile Defense and the Future of U.S. Nuclear Weapons

Policy on MyPlace
Ivanov, The Missile-Defense Mistake on MyPlace

Lecture 18
Future Rivals
Essential Reading

Betts, American Force: Ch. 8 on MyPlace
Lien, PLA Military Modernization and Sino-Russian Military Cooperation on MyPlace
Week 12 -- DATES AND LOCATION DURING WEEK 12 ARE STILL TO BE DETERMINED, BUT WILL NOT BE THE 27TH OR 28TH.
Lecture 19
Wrap-Up
Essential Reading

SWC Ch 15
 Lecture 20
Review

Essential Reading

NONE
As this is a new class, a sample exam paper will be distributed later in the semester.
